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Abstract

The digital era presents great opportunities for Islamic education through the utilization of
social media, e-learning platforms, and religious learning applications, but also poses
challenges in the form of hoaxes, hate speech, and da'wah content that is not in line with the
principles of Islamic moderation (wasathiyah). This research aims to analyze the role of digital
moderation in Islamic education, especially in the aspects of literacy, ethics, and relevant
da'wah content. The method used is a qualitative approach with case studies in several Islamic
education institutions through in-depth interviews, observation of digital learning practices,
and review of da'wah content. The results show that teachers and students are getting used to
utilizing digital platforms, but the level of digital literacy is still diverse; the application of
media ethics has not been consistent due to the lack of official guidelines; and digital da'wah
content faces validity and relevance issues. The main barriers identified include limited
technological facilities, teachers' pedagogical readiness and lack of social support from parents
and the community. The conclusion of this study confirms that digital moderation plays an
important role in shaping Islamic education that is adaptive, inclusive, and in accordance with
the mission of Islam rahmatan lil 'alamin. The integration of digital literacy, media ethics, and
moderate dakwah content can strengthen the character of students as Pancasila students who
are religious, critical, and socially concerned, so a systematic strategy based on collaboration
between schools, parents, and the community is needed.
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Introduction

The digital era presents great opportunities for the dissemination of Islamic knowledge
and da'wah through various digital platforms that are increasingly accessible to the wider
community (Chalim et al., 2025). The development of information technology allows religious
messages to be conveyed quickly and massively, while opening up space for more inclusive
dialogue (Zhang, 2025). However, on the other hand, Indonesia as a country with the largest
Muslim population in the world also faces serious challenges in the form of the swift flow of
digital information that is not always guaranteed to be valid (Mukhlis et al., 2025). The
phenomenon of hoaxes, hate speech, and radicalism content often infiltrates the digital space
and has the potential to affect people's understanding of Islamic teachings (Nibrosu Rohid et
al., 2025). This condition requires the transformation of Islamic education that not only focuses
on the transfer of religious knowledge, but also in line with the needs of the digital era and in
line with national policies regarding religious moderation (Restalia & Khasanah, 2025). Thus,
Islamic education in the digital era must be able to equip students with literacy, ethics, and
skills in managing information so that the da'wah delivered remains relevant, moderate, and
oriented towards Islamic values rahmatan lil 'alamin (Andri et al., 2025).

The phenomenon of digitalization of Islamic education can be seen from the widespread
use of social media, learning applications, and e-learning platforms in the learning process and
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the spread of da'wah (Choirin et al., 2024). Digital da'wah is now a new trend that allows
Islamic teachings to reach a wider audience and across generations (Kahfi et al., 2024).
However, this dynamic is not free from challenges, especially regarding the validity of content
and ethics in delivering religious messages. Not all materials spread in the digital space are
guaranteed to be correct and in accordance with the principles of religious moderation (Wina
Sumiati & Nawawi, 2025). In addition, digital literacy among teachers, students and the
community still varies, opening the door for misunderstandings and misuse of digital media
(Arafah & Hasyim, 2023). Therefore, Islamic education needs to develop a digital moderation
strategy that emphasizes strengthening literacy, ethics, and critical abilities in sorting out
religious information so that the learning and da'wah process remains relevant, reliable, and
has educational value (Nuriana & Salwa, 2024).

The main problem that arises in the digitalization of Islamic education is the low digital
literacy of some educators and students (Mansir, 2022). Many teachers and students do not
have adequate skills in utilizing technology for learning and preaching, so the use of digital
media is not optimal (Salam et al., 2023). In addition, da'wah content circulating in the digital
space is not always in line with the principles of Islamic moderation (wasathiyah), some even
tend to be exclusive, provocative, or intolerant (Huda et al., 2022). This condition raises
concerns about the birth of a narrow religious understanding that is far from the spirit of
rahmatan lil 'alamin. Di sisi lain, The lack of digital ethical guidelines in the practice of Islamic
learning and da'wah causes a gap between the spirit of da'wah and the demands of media
morality (Armita, 2025). This situation emphasizes the urgency of developing a digital
moderation strategy that is able to answer the needs of literacy, ethics, and filtering of relevant
and constructive da'wah content.

The urgency of digital moderation in Islamic education is increasingly felt in the midst
of the swift flow of information that can influence the perspective and behavior of the younger
generation (Daulay & Sazali, 2024). Islamic education is not only required to convey normative
religious teachings, but also to equip students with digital literacy skills, media ethics, and the
critical ability to filter da'wah content (Hidayatulah et al., 2025). This effort is in line with the
mission of Islam rahmatan lil 'alamin, which emphasizes the values of peace, tolerance and
benefit for all humanity. In the era of Society 5.0, when technology and social life are
increasingly integrated, digital moderation is key to ensuring that Islamic education is able to
present a peaceful, inclusive and adaptive learning atmosphere (Azzahra & Sirozi, 2025).
Therefore, the integration of religious moderation values in digital-based curriculum is a
strategic step to build a generation of Muslims who are smart, ethical, and able to utilize
technology wisely (Ferunika et al., 2025).

Many studies have discussed the digitalization of Islamic education, but most of them
still focus on technological aspects and the use of digital media in general. Not many studies
have comprehensively highlighted digital moderation in Islamic education, especially related
to literacy, media ethics, and the relevance of da'wah content. In Indonesia, research linking
digital Islamic education with the concept of religious moderation in the context of digital
literacy and filtering of da'wah content is also still limited. Therefore, this study aims to analyze
the role of digital moderation in Islamic education by emphasizing three main aspects, namely
digital literacy, media ethics, and the relevance of da'wah content. In addition, this research is
also directed at identifying Islamic education strategies that can integrate the values of religious
moderation in a digital-based curriculum, so that students are not only capable of utilizing
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technology, but also able to be critical, ethical, and moderate in the media in accordance with
the challenges of the digital era and society 5.0.

Method

The research method used is qualitative research with a case study approach, which aims
to explore in depth the practice of digital moderation in Islamic education. This approach was
chosen because it is able to capture the phenomenon holistically, especially in the aspects of
digital literacy, media ethics, and da'wah content that is relevant to the principles of Islamic
moderation. Research data can be collected through in-depth interviews with educators,
students, and managers of Islamic education institutions, observation of digital-based learning
activities, and analysis of documents or da'wah content used in learning. With this method,
researchers can understand how the value of religious moderation is integrated into digital-
based Islamic education, as well as identify challenges and strategies taken to build an
educational ecosystem that is inclusive, ethical, and in accordance with the needs of the 5.0
era.

Result and Discussion
Digital Literacy in Islamic Education

The research findings show that some teachers and students are accustomed to utilizing
digital ecosystems ranging from LMS/e-learning, class social media groups, to religious
learning applications to access materials, discuss, and share da'wah content. In the more
advanced group, the practice of "digital tabayyun" began to appear: they checked the credibility
of sources, traced references (tafsir/figh) across references, and compared information before
sharing it. However, the level of digital literacy is uneven. There are still students (and even
some teachers) who equate viral content with the truth, tend to forward without verification,
and have difficulty reading context (e.g. truncated verse/hadith excerpts, quotes without
sanad/references, or statements taken out of context). This skill gap is exacerbated by limited
search strategies (weak keywords), algorithm bias (echo chamber), and the absence of
standardized guidelines for assessing the validity and moderation of religious content in digital
classrooms.

Conceptually, digital literacy is the foundation of digital moderation in Islamic education:
without the ability to assess sources, check accuracy, and understand the purpose/type of
content, it is difficult to present wasathiyah da'wah in the online space. Therefore, strengthening
literacy needs to be designed not only technically (how to search, filter and quote), but also
theologically (linking content with authoritative references) and ethically (media manners,
preaching intentions, public benefit). Its implementation can be realized through tiered training
for teachers-students that combines: (a) a practical tabayyun module that checks the credibility
of the author/portal, the suitability of the argument to the context, and consistency between
references; (b) a content analysis exercise that dissects popular da'wah posts to identify over-
generalizations, snippets of arguments, or provocative language; and (c) a simple assessment
rubric (credibility, accuracy, purpose, moderation) that adds a wasathiyah/rahmah dimension
in addition to general literacy criteria. This approach positions teachers as digital murabbi who
guide verification practices and discussion manners, while integrating authentic tasks (e.g.
collaborative fact-checking and reflection on media ethics) into the PAI curriculum. Thus, the
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skills gap can be narrowed, and the use of technology does not stop at technical proficiency,
but has a value face: moderate, responsible, and maslahat-oriented.

Media Ethics in Education and Da'wah

The results show that digital da'wah content circulating among students and teachers still
varies in quality and relevance. Some teachers have utilized digital platforms to present
contextual da'wah materials, such as environmental issues, tolerance, and social responsibility,
which have proven to be able to attract students' attention because they are close to the reality
of their lives. However, it was also found that many students still more often access popular
da'wah content on social media without verification, thus being exposed to material that is
sometimes provocative, exclusive, or not in accordance with the principles of Islamic
moderation. Further analysis shows that the lack of critical skills in choosing digital da'wah
sources makes it difficult for some students to distinguish between educative and manipulative
content.

This finding emphasizes the importance of building a relevant, adaptive and moderate
digital da'wah ecosystem in the Islamic education environment. The da'wah content presented
needs to be based on the actual needs of the younger generation and answer the challenges of
the digital era, not just limited to repeating classic material. This is in line with the literature
on digital religious literacy which emphasizes the integration of religious substance, digital
ethics, and social context. Digital moderation acts as a filter as well as a guide, so that the
da'wah that students consume and produce is in line with the values of Islam rahmatan lil
'alamin. Thus, digital Islamic education not only expands access to religious knowledge, but
also ensures that the content developed is relevant, inclusive, and contributes to social peace
and harmony.

Validity and Relevance of Digital Da'wah Content

The results show that digital da'wah content circulating among students and teachers still
varies in quality and relevance. Some teachers have utilized digital platforms to present
contextual da'wah materials, such as environmental issues, tolerance, and social responsibility,
which have proven to be able to attract students' attention because they are close to the reality
of their lives. However, it was also found that many students still more often access popular
da'wah content on social media without verification, thus being exposed to material that is
sometimes provocative, exclusive, or not in accordance with the principles of Islamic
moderation. Further analysis shows that the lack of critical skills in choosing digital da'wah
sources makes it difficult for some students to distinguish between educative and manipulative
content.

The discussion of these findings emphasizes the importance of building a relevant,
adaptive and moderate digital da'wah ecosystem in the Islamic education environment. The
da'wah content presented needs to be based on the actual needs of the younger generation and
answer the challenges of the digital era, not just limited to repeating classic material. This is in
line with the literature on digital religious literacy which emphasizes the integration of religious
substance, digital ethics, and social context. Digital moderation acts as a filter as well as a
guide, so that the da'wah that students consume and produce is in line with the values of Islam
rahmatan lil 'alamin. Thus, digital Islamic education not only expands access to religious
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knowledge, but also ensures that the content developed is relevant, inclusive, and contributes
to social peace and harmony.

Challenges and Barriers to Implementation

The results show that the implementation of digital moderation in Islamic education faces
a number of complex challenges. Technical barriers can be seen from the limitations of digital
devices and uneven internet access, especially in rural areas, which hinders equal opportunities
for students to access moderate da'wah content online. From the pedagogical side, not all
teachers are prepared to integrate digital literacy and the principles of religious moderation into
learning. Some teachers are still limited to using technology for material delivery without
directing students to utilize technology critically and ethically. Meanwhile, social barriers arise
because parental and community support for technology utilization still varies. There are
parents who fully support the use of digital platforms for Islamic education, but not a few are
worried about exposure to negative content on the internet, thus limiting children's digital
exploration space.

The discussion of these findings indicates that the integration of digital moderation in
Islamic education does not simply rely on innovation in the classroom, but requires a systematic
and cross-party strategy. The provision of technological infrastructure must go hand in hand
with increasing the capacity of teachers to become facilitators of digital literacy based on
Islamic values. In addition, family and community support is an important factor to ensure that
students' media practices are in accordance with the principles of akhlaqul karimah. This is in
line with the literature that emphasizes the importance of a collaborative education ecosystem
in facing the challenges of the digital era. With a holistic approach, existing obstacles can be
turned into opportunities to build an Islamic digital culture that is inclusive, moderate and
relevant to the needs of today's generation.

Implications for Islamic Education Innovation

The results show that digital moderation has significant implications for the direction of
innovation in Islamic education. Digital moderation is not only a technical approach, but also
a substantive strategy that encourages the birth of an Islamic education model that is more
adaptive, inclusive and responsive to the dynamics of the era of society 5.0. Through the
integration of digital technology with Islamic values, Islamic education does not only focus on
mastering conventional religious knowledge, but also on developing students' competencies to
become digitally literate, have media ethics, and be able to preach in a way that is wise and
relevant to the current context. This finding shows the transformation of the role of Islamic
education, from a mere space for knowledge transfer to a vehicle for the formation of a
generation capable of actualizing moderate Islamic values in the digital ecosystem.

The discussion of these implications confirms that the integration of digital literacy, media
ethics, and da'wah content in the Islamic education curriculum is a strategic step to strengthen
the profile of Pancasila students who are religious, critical, innovative, and concerned about
social issues. By instilling awareness of media responsibility, students are not only ready to
face the swift flow of digital information, but are also able to become agents of change who
spread peaceful and moderate Islamic values in the digital public space. Furthermore, this has
implications for strengthening the long-term strategy of Islamic education in anticipating the
challenges of information globalization and the complexity of digital media. Thus, digital

35



moderation in Islamic education is not only curative to the problem of negative content, but
also preventive and proactive in building an educational ecosystem that is healthy,
characterized, and relevant to the needs of future generations.

Conclusion

Research on digital moderation in Islamic education shows that digital literacy, media ethics,
and relevant da'wah content are three key aspects that are interrelated in forming a moderate
and adaptive Islamic education ecosystem in the era of society 5.0. The findings show that
although some teachers and students are accustomed to using digital platforms, their level of
literacy still varies so it is necessary to strengthen the ability to validate information sources
and filter content. Media ethics are also still inconsistent, both due to the lack of official
guidelines in Islamic education institutions and the weak practice of digital discipline among
students. In addition, the implementation of digital moderation still faces various technical,
pedagogical and social barriers that indicate the need for systematic strategies, ranging from
providing technological facilities, improving teacher competence, to collaborating with parents
and the community. However, this research confirms that digital moderation has positive
implications for Islamic education innovation, namely the birth of an adaptive, inclusive
learning model, and is able to form a generation that is digitally literate, ethical, and wise in
preaching. Thus, the integration of religious moderation values in digital-based Islamic
education not only serves as a solution to deal with complex information flows, but also
becomes a long-term strategy to strengthen the character of students as religious, critical, and
socially concerned Pancasila students.

References

Andri, A. S., Rafika Nisa, Lahmuddin Lubis, & Pamonoran Siregar. (2025). The Future Of
Islamic Education: Opportunities And Challenges. IJGIE (International Journal of
Graduate of Islamic Education), 6(2), 315-335.
https://doi.org/10.37567/ijgie.v6i2.3952

Arafah, B., & Hasyim, M. (2023). Digital Literacy: The Right Solution to Overcome the
Various Problems of Meaning and Communication on Social Media. Studies in Media
and Communication, 11(4), 19. https://doi.org/10.11114/smc.v1114.6003

Armita, P. (2025). Digital Da’wah and Quranic Interpretation: Opportunities, Distortions, and
Ethics in the Spread of Interpretations on Social Media. International Journal of Islamic
Thought and Humanities, 4(1), 154—164. https://doi.org/10.54298/ijith.v4i1.421

Azzahra, A., & Sirozi, M. (2025). Islamic education and the challenges of community life in
the era of society 5.0. Journal of Research in Instructional, 5(1), 62-74.
https://doi.org/10.30862/jri.v511.599

Chalim, A., Rahmah, St., Rudiana, R., & Jasafat, J. (2025). Digital Da’wah: Effective Strategies
in Spreading Islam through Social Media. Journal of Noesantara Islamic Studies, 2(1),
33-42. https://doi.org/10.70177/jnis.v2i1.1844

Choirin, M., Guleng, M. P., Arbi, D. S., & Maulan, R. (2024). MUBALLIGH IN THE
DIGITAL AGE BASED ON INSIGHTS FROM INDONESIAN PHENOMENA:
LEVERAGING DIGITAL LEARNING FOR THE PROMOTION OF ISLAMIC
VALUES. Al-Balagh: Jurnal Dakwah Dan Komunikasi, 9(2), 167-190.
https://doi.org/10.22515/albalagh.v9i2.7751

Daulay, M. Y., & Sazali, H. (2024). Religious Moderation as the Spirit of Islamic Education
Building Tolerance in Virtual Conflict. FIKROTUNA: Jurnal Pendidikan Dan
Manajemen Islam, 14(2), 178—188. https://doi.org/10.32806/jf.v14i2.584

36



Ferunika, Apriansyah, A., Jamaluddin, W., Sudarman, & Syahril, S. (2025). The
Implementation of Religious Moderation in Educational Institusions in the
Contemporary Era. Didaktika: Jurnal Kependidikan, 14(2).
https://mail.jurnaldidaktika.org/contents/article/view/1841

Hidayatulah, A. S., Sholikah, M., Hadi, I. A., Nugroho, W., & Yusuf, M. H. (2025). Strategies
for Strengthening Digital Islamic Religious Education in Overcoming Religious
Disinformation. Journal of English Language and Education, 10(3), 254-262.
https://doi.org/10.31004/jele.v1013.896

Huda, S., Maulana Mas’udi, M., & Muthohirin, N. (2022). The Rise of Muhammadiyah’s
Islamic Da’wah in the Contemporary Era: Transformation to Online Trend and
Responses to Islamic Moderation. Progresiva : Jurnal Pemikiran Dan Pendidikan
Islam, 11(01), 1-24. https://doi.org/10.22219/progresiva.v11i01.20889

Kahfi, A., Mahmudi, K. A., & Arjuna. (2024). Transformation of Da’wah in the Digital Era:
Modern Strategies in Optimizing Technology Based Da’wah Management. Jurnal
Dakwah Dan Komunikasi, 9(2), 63—79. https://doi.org/10.29240/jdk.v9i2.11611

Mansir, F. (2022). Problems of Islamic Religious Education in the Digital Era. A¢-Ta 'dib, 17(2),
284. https://doi.org/10.21111/at-tadib.v17i2.8405

Mukhlis, Wardiman, D., & Yetri, A. (2025). Indonesian Muslim Societies in the Digital Age:
Opportunities, Challenges, and Future Prospects. Digital Muslim Review, 2(2), 194—
216. https://doi.org/10.32678/dmr.v212.46

Nibrosu Rohid, Rahma Sugihartati, Bagong Suyanto, Daniel Susilo, & Afriul Zikri. (2025).
Digital Activism in Contemporary Islamic Politics: A Critical Analysis of Social
Media’s Impact on Islamic Movements. MILRev: Metro Islamic Law Review, 4(1),
208-233. https://doi.org/10.32332/milrev.v4i1.10159

Nuriana, Z. 1., & Salwa, N. (2024). Digital Da’wah in the Age of Algorithm: A Narrative
Review of Communication, Moderation, and Inclusion. Sinergi International Journal
of Islamic Studies, 2(4), 242-256. https://doi.org/10.61194/ijis.v214.706

Restalia, W., & Khasanah, N. (2025). Transformation of Islamic education in the digital age:
Challenges and opportunities. Tadibia Islamika, 4(2), 85-92.
https://doi.org/10.28918/tadibia.v4i2.8964

Salam, U., Wahdini, W., Surmiyati, S., Rezeki, Y. S., Riyanti, D., & Suthathothon, P. (2023).
Teachers’ challenges and strategies in using digital media in teaching English. Journal
of English Language Teaching Innovations and Materials (Jeltim), 5(1), 49.
https://doi.org/10.26418/jeltim.v511.63204

Wina Sumiati, & Nawawi, T. (2025). Digital Da’wah in the Modern Era: The Role of NU Garis
Lucu, AISNU, and Pondok Sanad in Engaging the Younger Generation. Digital Muslim
Review, 2(2), 153—175. https://doi.org/10.32678/dmr.v2i2.44

Zhang, L. (2025). The Digital Age of Religious Communication: The Shaping and Challenges
of Religious Beliefs through Social Media. Studies on Religion and Philosophy, 1(1),
25—41. https://doi.org/10.71204/de63mn10

37



